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Dear Elementary School Principal or Teachers:
As a pharmacist in your community, I am interested in educating students about the responsible use of medication.  Education efforts regarding poison prevention and drug abuse already exist; however, there is very little focus on simply educating children about how to use medication safely and effectively. The (Place the name of your state association here) Pharmacy Association provides a program entitled Katy’s Kids, designed to teach young grade school students about medicine. The program is presented by pharmacists and student pharmacists to kindergarten through second grade children across the state. 

Katy’s Kids has been a successful program since 1988. The program focuses on these principles: 

· Medicine can be dangerous if not taken correctly.
· Pharmacists are medication experts and are available to answer any medication questions. 

· Medicine is not candy.
· Never take medicine meant for someone else.
· Medicine should be taken only when you are sick or to keep you well.
· Only your parents or adults you know should give you medicine. 

The National Science Education Standards developed by the National Academy of Sciences (NAS) lists “Personal Health” as one of five content standards to be included in the K-4 school curriculum under the topic area of Science in Personal and Social Perspectives.1  The principles of Katy’s Kids align themselves with the fundamental principles of the NAS standards.  Core standards promoted by NAS include teachings related to personal freedom from danger, risk or injury, the importance of one’s responsibility for their personal health and an understanding that substances such as prescription drugs may be used for benefit but can be potentially harmful.  
The standards proclaim that “Central ideas related to health, populations, resources, and environments provide the foundations for students' eventual understandings and actions as citizens.”  The goal of Katy’s Kids is to give children a foundation of information regarding healthcare and medicines that can be carried with them through their lives and into their communities.
I am volunteering to present this program to your class. The presentation, which includes a video and short discussion requires a 30 minute block of time. I believe that children will greatly benefit from this program by enhancing their basic understanding of proper medicine use. If you are interested in having this program presented in your class or would simply like more information, please contact me. 
Sincerely,
Note:

This is where the presenter can include their name and contact information.  Presenters may also choose to place this letter on individual company letterheads and insert specific company logos.

1.  National Science Education Standards (5th edition).  (1995).  Washington D.C.: National Academy Press, pp 138 – 140.
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